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health care and even offers free services and 
programs to individuals who cannot otherwise 
afford care. Over the past century, St. Mary’s 
has provided $47.5 million in free or reduced 
health care programs and has received count-
less awards and recognitions for their efforts. 

Magnet recognition is the gold standard for 
nursing. Each year, the ANCC bestows the 
designation upon hospitals that provide excel-
lence in nursing. St. Mary’s was first recog-
nized as a Magnet hospital in 2002 and was 
redesignated in 2008 and again earlier this 
year. Magnet recognition not only acknowl-
edges the high quality of care provided at St. 
Mary’s, but also the excellence of the hos-
pital’s overall organization and leadership. The 
ANCC recognized the hospital as exemplary in 
five areas: transformation of leadership; struc-
tural empowerment; exemplary professional 
practice; new knowledge, innovations and im-
provements; and empirical outcomes. In addi-
tion, the ANCC praised St. Mary’s for sus-
taining high patient satisfaction scores, em-
powering nursing staff, and building and main-
taining strong community partnerships. 

St. Mary’s has truly distinguished itself by 
attaining its third Magnet recognition. The rig-
orous application and redesignation proc-
esses, complete with extensive written docu-
mentation and on-site visits, make it difficult to 
attain Magnet recognition just once, let alone 
three times. Only about 7% of hospitals na-
tionwide attain Magnet recognition and less 
than 1% have ever achieved Magnet redesig-
nation twice. 

With a philosophy focused on providing per-
sonalized care for patients and their families, 
showing respect and compassion for all per-
sons who come in contact with the hospital, 
and fostering internal and external community 
understanding and support, St. Mary’s Hos-
pital is yet another reason I am so proud to 
represent the Second Congressional District of 
Wisconsin. For the third time, I am honored to 
offer hearty congratulations to the nurses, doc-
tors, staff, and volunteers that work to make 
St. Mary’s Hospital a prestigious Magnet hos-
pital. 
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HONORING UNITED STATES RE-
SERVE LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
BRENNAN P. MAHONEY 

HON. NAN A.S. HAYWORTH 
OF NEW YORK 
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Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Brennan P. Mahoney of Carmel, 
New York for service to his nation as an engi-
neer in the United States Army Reserve and 
for dedication to his role as a Veterans Serv-
ice Officer for the New York State Division of 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mr. Mahoney, who holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Architecture and a Master 
of Science degree in Education and Training, 
joined the U.S. Army Reserve in 1982. The 
record of Mr. Mahoney’s 29 years of service 
describes a distinguished career that begins 
with an assignment to West Germany as a 
Bridge Specialist in 1982, followed by mobili-
zation for a 15 month tour in Iraq beginning in 
2006. In addition, he distinguished himself as 
a New York State Veterans Service Officer 
earning him the respect and gratitude of those 

he assisted. Mr. Mahoney has received nu-
merous awards and honors for dedication. 

Lieutenant Colonel Mahoney is currently 
holding orders for his third active-duty deploy-
ment. He is expected to leave his home and 
family later this month to serve in harm’s way 
once again, this time in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Lieutenant Colonel Brennan P. Mahoney. We 
are fortunate to have benefited from his dedi-
cation and service. 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
WISLAWA SZYMBORSKA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Ms. Wislawa 
Szymborska, a Nobel Prize winning Polish 
poet. 

Ms. Szymborska was born on July 2, 1923 
in Brin, Poland. At the age of eight, in 1931, 
her family moved to Krakow, where she spent 
the rest of her life. During World War II, in 
order to avoid deportation to Germany, Ms. 
Szymborska worked as a railway clerk. Fol-
lowing the War, she attended Jagellonian Uni-
versity where she studied Polish literature and 
sociology. She began working for the literary 
magazine, ‘‘Zycie Literackie’’ in 1953. She 
served as a columnist and poetry editor until 
1981. 

In 1945, Ms. Szymborska published her first 
poem, ‘‘Szukam slowa’’ (I am Looking for a 
Word) in the Dziennik Polski newspaper. She 
published her first book of poetry, ‘‘Dlatego 
zyjemy’’ in 1952 and her last will be published 
posthumously. Ultimately, Ms. Szymborska will 
be credited with more than 21 volumes of po-
etry published, many in several languages. 

Ms. Szymborska was recognized and hon-
ored numerous times throughout her illustrious 
career. She has been coined the ‘‘Mozart of 
Poetry’’ and the ‘‘Greta Garbo of World Po-
etry.’’ Ms. Szymborska has been awarded the 
Geothe Prize, Herder Prize, Polish PEN Club 
prize and in 1996, and she was the recipient 
of the Nobel Prize for Literature. She also re-
ceived an Honorary Doctor of Letters degree 
from Poznan University. In 2011 she was hon-
ored by Polish President Bronislaw 
Komorowski with The Order of the White 
Eagle for her cultural contribution to Poland. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the memory of Ms. Wislawa 
Szymborska. Her work and her memory will 
live on with all who were blessed by knowing 
of her. 
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, throughout Feb-
ruary we recognize the lives and events of 
black pioneers who have made our country a 
truer Nation of equality for all. Born in the 
midst of the Harlem Renaissance I am hon-

ored to come from and represent a congres-
sional district that has such a rich black herit-
age. Through civic participation and urban cul-
ture Harlem has forever shaped our Nation’s 
history. It has been home to intellectual lumi-
naries such as Langston Hughes, W. E. B. 
DuBois, Booker T. Washington, and classic 
musical performers like Harry Belafonte, Billie 
Holiday, Marian Anderson, Lena Horne and 
Ella Fitzgerald. On the stage of the Apollo 
Theatre, legendary musicians like Louis Arm-
strong and Duke Ellington played their way 
into history. Spirited veterans like Tuskegee 
Airmen Lee Archer, Dabney Montgomery and 
Roscoe C. Brown, pilots during World War II, 
flew military aircraft with distinction. 

This year we especially honor black women 
who have been trailblazers and leaders in the 
fight for racial equality and women’s rights. 
Their leadership, patriotism, and artistic ex-
pression have enhanced and inspired count-
less lives. From leader of the Underground 
Railroad, Harriet Tubman, to American poet 
and Revolutionary War patriot, Phillis 
Wheatley, journalist Ida B. Wells, the great ed-
ucator and presidential advisor, Mary McLeod 
Bethune, and mother of the modern Civil 
Rights Movement, Rosa Parks—black women 
through protest and perseverance have stood 
as a symbol of strength and pride in the face 
of injustice. 

I must also acknowledge women like Dr. 
Muriel Petioni and Dr. Barbara Ann Tier, vi-
sionaries known for their service and unwaver-
ing commitment to the health of our commu-
nity. 

I am a proud sponsor of the Shirley Chis-
holm Congressional Gold Medal Act to honor 
the life and legacy of my dear colleague and 
first black woman elected to Congress in 
1969. I am also a sponsor of resolutions in 
Congress honoring notable figures such as 
Madam CJ Walker, Ron Brown, Constance 
Baker Motley, Percy Sutton and Ray Charles. 

Black history month is a time to learn about 
the achievements and contributions of blacks 
in our great Nation’s history. During February, 
many community organizations are combining 
their efforts to host several events and exhib-
its. I encourage all to participate. Let’s show 
our gratitude for the great contributions that 
blacks have provided to create the freedoms 
and opportunities we have today in America. 
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H.R. 3582 AND H.R. 3578 
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OF NEW JERSEY 
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Friday, February 3, 2012 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I want to register 
my opposition to H.R. 3582, the so-called 
‘‘Pro-Growth Budgeting Act of 2011,’’ and H.R. 
3578, the ‘‘Baseline Reform Act of 2011.’’ 

Once again we, Mr. Speaker, spend time on 
another set of partisan process bills that do 
nothing to help us reduce the deficit and pay 
down our national debt. Instead, they do quite 
the opposite—they make it more difficult. 

Mr. Speaker, in the 1990s, Congress bal-
anced the budget. Moreover, we had a budget 
surplus. It did not require a balanced budget 
amendment or an overhaul of our budgeting 
process. It required some sensible decisions 
by Members of Congress and the President to 
match our taxes and our expenditures. The 
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